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The new law on bail

y

The new law on bail: 4 case of changing the map with out changing the
territory??

Believe it or not the right of the 'accused' to be released on bail is among those
important modern concepts that the Ethiopian legal system was late in adopting. It
was simply glossed over even in the Revised Constitution of 1956 despite the fact
that related concept such as principles of due process; speedy trials as well as

presumption of innocence were duly recognized by Constitution.

May be as an after thought, the right was accorded due recognizance in the
criminal procedure code which was enacted in 1961. That code laid down, with
sufficient clarity, objective and subjective grounds for granting or withholding the
right of the accused to be released on bail. The objective criterion, which is
described under Art. 63(1) of the code literally provided an absolute right to bail in

all but capital cases. According to the code any one who is arrested:
























